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Our heartfel t
CONGRATULATIONS To
Rev. Frank Patrylak on the
occasion of his 50th

anniversary of priesthood
on Apri l 14th, 2012.
Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka,

CONGRATULATIONS TO
REV. FRANK PATRYLAK ON THE OCCASION OF

HIS 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF PRIESTHOOD.

accompanied by Rev. Paul
Makar, Vocations Director,
concelebrated the Divine
Liturgy with the jubilarian,
Fr. Frank Patrylak in the
beautiful chapel at St.
Mary’s Catholic Manor in
New Jersey.  The pastor,

Fr. Jim Durkin and three
resident Latin Church
priests also concelebrated.
Mother Evhenia and Sister
Timothea of the Missionary
Sisters of the Mother of
God, assisted by some
family members, led the

congregation in singing the
responses.  Rev. Patrylak
retired from active ministry
in 2004 and has been
residing in the assisted
residence at St. Mary’s

(continued on next page)

(Photo: Rev. Paul J. Makar, Rev. Frank Patrylak, and
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka.)
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Catholic Manor since then.
Rev. Patrylak was
ordained to the holy
priesthood by the late
Archbishop Ambrose
Senyshyn, OSBM on April
14th, 1962.  He served in
parishes in Olyphant,
Ramsey, Pottstown,
Nanticoke, Wilkes Barre,
St. Clair, Middleport,
Bristol , and then in
Protection of Blessed
Virgin Mary in south
Philadelphia and Sts. Peter
& Paul Church in Clifton
Heights in his last ten years
of active ministry.  He had
also served as a Dean of
the South Anthracite

CONGRATULATIONS TO REV. FRANK PATRYLAK ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF PRIESTHOOD.

(continued from previous page)

Deanery and as a
Consultor of the
Archeparchy.  A gold
priestly cross and a Papal
Blessing Certificate were
presented to Rev. Frank
Patrylak during the
celebrat ion of this
significant anniversary.
We are grateful to Rev.
Patrylak for his gift of
$1,000 for the needs of
Saint Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic Seminary in
appreciat ion of his
receiving the grace of God
to celebrate his 50th

anniversary of holy
Priesthood.

(Photos submitted by June.)

Photo: Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan
Soroka and Rev. Frank Patrylak.
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SR. ANTONIA KUDLICK, MSMG - 50 YEARS

On Bright Monday, April 9, Bishop Paul joined the Missionary Sisters of the
Mother of God in the chapel of their Stamford, CT convent to celebrate a Divine
Liturgy of Thanksgiving on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of perpetual vows
of Sr. Antonia Kudlick.  Sr. Antonia, a native of Syracuse, NY, entered the
Missionary Sisters in 1951 and made her profession of perpetual vows in 1962.
Since making her vows, Sr. Antonia has lived continuously in the Stamford home,
teaching Religion, English and History for many years in the Mother of God
Academy.  She also worked in St. Ann’s Nursery School and taught catechism to
the children of St. Vladimir’s Cathedral in Stamford for many years.  We wish
abundant God’s blessing upon Sr. Antonia for good health, joy and spiritual
consolation for many more years! Íà ìíîãàÿ ë³òà!  (Article: www.stamforddio.org)

A group photo of Bishop Paul with the Missionary Sisters of
the Mother of God in the chapel of their Stamford convent.

(Photo: www.stamforddio.org)

A special luncheon was
held in the dining room
of the Missionary Sisters’
Convent during which
Bishop Paul presented Sr.
Antonia with an icon of
the Mother of God on
occasion of her jubilee.

(Photo: www.stamforddio.org)



Values In Thousands (000's) 2011 Percent %

Revenues Gains & Other

Net Eparchial Assessments 535 28.7%

Cemetery Contributions 13 0.7%

Contributions & Bequest 151 8.1%

Investment income 221 11.9%

Service Fees 516 27.7%

Grants 352 18.9%

Museum 0 0.0%

Sale of Property 74 4.0%

Net Asset Released Restrictions 0 0.0%

Total Revenues 1,862 100.0%

Expenses

Pastoral Education & Ministerial Services 85 5.0%

Supporting Services Administration 1,139 66.5%

Seminary 396 23.2%

Cathedral 14 0.8%

Museum 46 2.7%

Cemetery 30 1.8%

Total Expenses 1,710 100.0%

Archieparchial  Gain or (Loss) 152

Audited Archieparchial Financial Information FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY OF
ADMINISTRATION

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY
OF PHILADLEPHIA

The Archbishop, members of the Archieparchial Finance
Council and the finance office of the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia are pleased to share the
audited financial report of revenues and expenses for
the year ending December 31, 2011.  This is the annual
presentation of this information to all of its parishes and
faithful.  This information and format is meant to be
shared particularly by the parish priests with their faithful
in parish bulletins and in this newspaper. We are
committed to the transparency of our financial
administration.  This has been required and expected
of all parish priests and their finance councils to report
yearly parish finances to their parishioners. We are
thankful of the generous and thoughtful support received
from our faithful for the administration and fulfilling of
pastoral and evangelizing requirements of the
Archeparchy.  Know of our remembrance of you in our
prayers and in our Liturgies.  God bless you richly for
your generous sharing with your Church.
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Come and Get to Know Your Clergy And 
Religious Men and Women! 

 

 
 

Rev. John Ciurpita 
 

Pastor of Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Chester, PA, and Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian 

Catholic Church, Clifton Heights, PA 

 
. . . and Fully Orthodox 

 
It is unfortunate that the word “orthodox” sometimes comes under 
fire, bringing up various images of religious fanatics, persecution, 
and evil times.  This word means “right (or correct) believing” in 
the original Greek, and often signifies someone or some practice 
as being correct and remaining in truth. 
 
We live in a time where truth is no longer seen as an absolute 
that applies to all people, but rather is relative and changes from 
person to person.  It is often said that what is good for one person 
differs from another, and as long as that one person’s good, or 
search for the good, does not harm another, then all is okay.  
Unfortunately, this view on truth is merely an illusion that 
ultimately leads to falsehood and evil. 
 
The ultimate truth of things resides in God alone and what he 
revealed to us through revelation in the Bible and what was 
passed down to us in the enduring teachings of the Church, which 
incidentally, rest on the teachings of the bible.  This should give 
us hope as Catholic Christians who are orthodox in our beliefs.  
When we live our vocation as Christians, we firmly believe in the 
teachings of the Bible and we actively live our faith in the 
traditions of the Church.  An orthodox believer might question 
points about our faith, but ultimately returns to the truth as 
expressed by the Church.  Because we are orthodox in our faith 
and practice, we take comfort in the eternal truths that were 
passed down to us.  We may be disturbed by trends around us, 
we may be challenged and shocked by those that disagree with 
us, but if we hold fast to our faith and actively live our lives in the 
fullness of the truth that our faith gives us, we will always have a 
solid foundation on which our lives rest. 
 

Rev. Paul J. Makar  

Front view of the replica of the Shroud of Turin at the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Perth Amboy, NJ  

 
 

Perhaps you feel that God may be calling 
you to service in His Church? 

 
If you would like to discuss God’s call to a 

vocation in your life, do not hesitate to contact: 
 

Rev. Paul J. Makar 
Director of Vocations 

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
827 North Franklin Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19123-2097 
 

Phone:  1-215-627-0143 
Fax:  1-215-627-0377 

 
E-mail:  ukrvocations@catholic.org 
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“Sviachene”

On Sunday, April 15th, more than 100 parishioners of
Annunciation of the BVM Church in Melrose Park were
welcomed to the church hall by their pastor, Rev. Ihor
Royik, for the annual “Sviachene”.    (Photos: Russell Cooke)

Fr. Petro Zvarych
blessing Easter baskets at

Holy Ghost Ukrainian
Catholic Church in
West Easton, PA.

(Photos: Craig Stoken)
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Great and Holy Lent at ACS
Assumption Catholic School, Perth Amboy

Every Wednesday during Lent, students in Pre-K through Grade eight participated
in the Divine Liturgy and Stations of the Cross. On March 28 the Sacrament of
Penance was available after these devotions. Then on Holy Thursday, “The Living
Stations of the Cross” were enacted by the 6th, 7th and 8th graders, during a whole
school Spirituality Day. The school children concluded Holy Week by leading the
singing of the Good Friday Vespers in English, along with Choir Boyan who sang

the Ukrainian responses.  At the end of this service, during the procession with the Most Holy Shroud, the
girls in grades K, 1 & 2 had the privilege
of portraying the angels who
accompanied our Lord to His burial.  Many
school families and alumni attended the
Good Friday Services and Veneration of
the Shroud.  Throughout the remainder of
Good Friday over 30 Altar Boys and
Sodalists returned to Church in order to
pray and keep vigil at Our Lord’s Tomb.
ACS is truly grateful to be able to offer
such a wealth of spiritual opportunities to
the children under our care!
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Homily offered by
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan

Soroka at the Parastas for
Metropolitan Michael Bzdel, C.Ss.R.

(continued on next page)

4-11-2012
Metropolitan Michael
Parastas Homily

Ñëàâà ²ñóñó Õðèñòó!

Ñüîãîäí³ ìè
ç³áðàëèñÿ â ö³é ÷óäîâ³é
Êàòåäð³, ùîá ïîìîëèòèñÿ
çà äóøó íàøîãî
äîðîãîãî ïîê³éíîãî -
å ì å ð è ò î â à í î ã î
Ìèòðîïîëèòà Ìèõà¿ëà
Áçäåëÿ.  Öÿ Êàòåäðà
ä î ò ð è ì ó º ò ü ñ ÿ
Þë³ÿíñüêîãî êàëåíäàðÿ ³
ñüîãîäí³ ìè ìàºìî
Ñòðàñíó ñåðåäó.  Áàãàòî
³íøèõ ïàðàô³é çà
Ã ð è ã î ð ³ ÿ í ñ ü ê è ì
êàëåíäàðåì óæå
â³äñâÿòêóâàëè Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ
íàøîãî Ãîñïîäà ³ Ñïàñà
²ñóñà Õðèñòà.
Ìèòðîïîëèò Ìèõà¿ë
ïîìåð íà Ñòðàñíîìó
òèæí³ çà Ãðèãîð³ÿíñüêèì
êàëåíäàðåì.  Öå òàê,
íà÷å ÷àñ ñïèíèâñÿ ç ö³ºþ
ñìåðòþ, ÷åêàþ÷è, êîëè
ìè çáåðåìîñÿ ðàçîì íà
Ïàðàñòàñ òà Çàóïîê³éíó
ë³òóðã³þ, â î÷³êóâàíí³
äîðó÷åííÿ éîãî äóø³
Âîñêðåñëîìó Õðèñòîâ³.

Ï³ä ÷àñ Ñòðàñíîãî
òèæíÿ ìè ïðèãàäóºìî ÷àñ
ïåðåáóâàííÿ ²ñóñà â
ªðóñàëèì³ òà Éîãî
ïðèãîòóâàííÿ äî ñâîãî
ðîçï’ÿòòÿ íà õðåñò³ òà
âîñêðåñ³ííÿ, ÿê³ â³í

ïåðåäâ³ñòèâ ñâî¿ì
àïîñòîëàì.  ²ñóñ
á å ç ï å ð å ð â í î
ïðèñâÿ÷óâàâ ñåáå
ñëóæ³ííþ ³íøèì.  Â³í
éøîâ äî çíåäîëåíèõ, ³
îçäîðîâëþâàâ õâîðèõ òà
îäåðæèìèõ.  Â³í íàâ÷àâ
Àïîñòîë³â òà ëþäåé ïðî
Ñâîãî Îòöÿ Íåáåñíîãî.
Â³í âèáðàâ, ïðèãîòîâëÿâ
³ íàâ÷àâ ñâî¿õ Àïîñòîë³â,
ùîá âîíè ñòàëè ñêåëåþ,
íà ÿê³é áóäå çáóäîâàíî
Éîãî  Öåðêâó, ùî
ïîøèðèòüñÿ íà âåñü ñâ³ò.

Ñåðåä òèõ
áàãàòüîõ, êîãî âïðîäîâæ
ñòîë³òü êëèêàâ ²ñóñ
Õðèñòîñ, áóâ ìîëîäèé
÷îëîâ³ê ç ïîáîæíî¿
ðîäèíè, â ÿê³é áóëî
÷îòèðíàäöÿòü ä³òåé.
Ìîëîäèé Ìèõà¿ë áóâ
íàòõíåííèé ì³ñ³îíåðàìè
Ðåäåìïòîðèñòàìè, ÿê³
äàâàëè ðåêîëåêö³¿ òà
ñëóæèëè â ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ
ñï³ëüíîòàõ Ñàñêà÷åâàí³.
Â³í áóâ âðàæåíèé ¿õí³ì
ïàëêèì ïðîïîâ³äóâàííÿì,
¿õíüîþ ïîáîæí³ñòþ òà
ïðîñòîòîþ â ïîáóò³ .
Æèâèé ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ
ïðèéøîâ äî íüîãî â
îáðàçàõ öèõ ìîëîäèõ
ì ³ ñ ³ î í å ð ³ â
Ðåäåìïòîðèñò³â.  Â³í
ïî÷óâ çàêëèê íàñë³äóâàòè
¿õ ó ñâîºìó âëàñíîìó
æèòò³.  Öå àáñîëþòíå
«Òàê!» ²ñóñîâ³ ñòàëî

ï î ÷ à ò ê î ì
ì à í ä ð ³ â ê è
ì î ë î ä î ã î
Ì è õ à ¿ ë à
Áçäåëÿ, ÿêà
â è ñ ó â à ë à
ïåðåä íèì
ï î ñ ò ³ é í ³
âèïðîáóâàííÿ
ò à
ðîçêðèâàëà
ìîæëèâîñò³ .
Â³í í³êîëè íå â³äâåðòàâñÿ
– ùî áè éîãî íå
ïðîñèëè.  Â³í ïðîñòî
õîò³â, ùîá ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ
áóâ æèâèé äëÿ òèõ, êîìó
â³í áóâ ïîêëèêàíèé
ñëóæèòè.

Íàø äîðîãèé
ïîê³éíèé Ìèòðîïîëèò
Ìèõà¿ë ñëóæèâ ó÷èòåëåì,
ïàðîõîì, ì³ñ³îíåðîì,
ïðîâ³äíèêîì ñï³ëüíîòè,
åêóìåí³÷íèì êåð³âíèêîì
äëÿ ³íøèõ â³ðîñïîâ³äàíü,
àðõèºïèñêîïîì ºïàðõ³¿,
äóõîâíèì ïðîâ³äíèêîì
íàøî¿ Öåðêâè â óñ³é
Êàíàä³, ³ ùî
íàéâàæëèâ³øå, áóâ äëÿ
áàãàòüîõ â³ðíèì äðóãîì
³ ïîðàäíèêîì.  Çíà÷íà
÷àñòèíà éîãî æèòòÿ, ïðî
ÿêó â³í ÷àñòî ãîâîðèâ,
ïðèïàëà íà áàãàòîð³÷íå
íàâ÷àííÿ, îï³ñëÿ
â÷èòåëþâàííÿ, ³, íàðåøò³,
ñëóæ³ííÿ ðåêòîðîì
êîëåäæó ñâÿòîãî
Âîëîäèìèðà â Ðîáë³í,
ÿêèì êåðóâàëè Îòö³

Ðåäåìïòîðèñòè.  Êîëåäæ
çàéíÿâ îñîáëèâå ì³ñöå â
éîãî ñåðö³ é áóâ éîãî
îñîáèñòîþ ðàä³ñòþ. Öåé
äîñâ³ä ãëèáîêî âïëèíóâ
íà éîãî æèòòÿ, ³ â³í
ïðàãíóâ, ùîá òàêèì
ñàìèì ïîçèòèâíèì
âèõîâíèì äîñâ³äîì
ñêîðèñòàëèñÿ ³íø³ ìîëîä³
õëîïö³, ÿê³ â³äâ³äóâàëè
øêîëó.  Øê³ëüíèé äîñâ³ä
ìàâ îñíîâíèé âïëèâ íà
ðîçâèòîê õàðàêòåðó
Ìèòðîïîëèòà Ìèõà¿ëà.
Ïðåêðàñíà âèõîâíà ðèñà
éîãî îñîáèñòîñò³ çàñÿÿëà
ÿñêðàâî.

Ñë³äîì çà
Ãîñïîäîì ²ñóñîì Õðèñòîì
Ìèòðîïîëèò Ìèõà¿ë
ïîñò³éíî çàïðîøóâàâ
³íøèõ, íàâ÷àâ,
âèïðîáîâóâàâ, âèõîâóâàâ,
ñêåðîâóâàâ – ùîá
ïîìîãòè êîæí³é îñîá³, ç
ÿêîþ â³í çóñòð³âñÿ â æèòò³,
ñòàòè ëþäèíîþ, ÿêîþ
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Homily offered by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
at the Parastas for Metropolitan Michael Bzdel, C.Ss.R.

(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

âîíà ìàº áóòè ïåðåä
Ãîñïîäîì.  Óÿâ³òü ò³ëüêè
ñîá³ òó âåëèêó ê³ëüê³ñòü
ëþäåé íàòõíåííèõ éîãî
âèõîâàííÿì ³
íàñòàâëåííÿì â êëàñàõ,
äå â³í íàâ÷àâ; òèõ
áàãàòüîõ ïàðàô³ÿí, ÿêèì
â³í ñëóæèâ ÿê ïàðîõ òà
ì³ñ³îíåð;  îðãàí³çàö³¿, ÿê³
â³í çàñíóâàâ, ÿê
íàïðèêëàä êëóá «Ä» ó
Â³íí³ïåãó, Ðàäó Ëèöàð³â
Êîëóìáà, òà ³íø³, ÿê³ â³í
ï³äòðèìóâàâ ÿê êàïåëàí
ñâîºþ ðàä³ñíîþ
îñîáèñòîþ ïðèñóòí³ñòþ;
éîãî áðàò³â - îòö³â
Ðåäåìïòîðèñò³â, ç ÿêèìè
â³í çä³éñíþâàâ ïîäîðîæ
â³ðè òà íàñòàâíèöòâà;
ñâÿùåíèê³â, ÿêèì â³í
ïîìàãàâ, óä³ëÿþ÷è
ñïîâ³äü òà äàþ÷è ïîðàäè;
ïðåïîäîáíèõ ñåñòåð, ç
ÿêèìè éîãî ºäíàëà â³ðà
òà ñì³õ;  ïðàö³âíèê³â
Êàíöåëÿð³¿, ÿêèì â³í
äîâ³ðèâ ïîìàãàòè éîìó â
çä³éñíåíí³ éîãî
îáîâ’ÿçê³â;  ºïèñêîï³â-
ïîì³÷íèê³â, ÿêèõ â³í
îáèðàâ ³ íàñòàâëÿâ,
ïðèãîòîâëÿþ÷è äî ¿õí³õ
ìàéáóòí³õ îáîâ’ÿçê³â ó
Öåðêâ³;  éîãî áðàò³â
ºïèñêîï³â, ç ÿêèìè â³í
ðîçä³ëÿâ ïðîâ³äíèöòâî é
âèêëèêè, ùî ïîñòàâàëè
ïåðåä  Êàòîëèöüêîþ
Öåðêâîþ.

Íàø äîðîãèé
Ìèòðîïîëèò Ìèõà¿ë áóâ
ãîðäèé ñâî¿ì óêðà¿íñüêèì

ïîõîäæåííÿì.  Â³í
áóâ âäÿ÷íèé ñâî¿ì
áàòüêàì çà
ïðèùåïëåíó éîìó
ëþáîâ äî ñâîº¿
ó ê ð à ¿ í ñ ü ê î ¿
ê à í à ä ñ ü ê î ¿
³äåíòè÷íîñò³.  Â³í
ãîðäèâñÿ ñâî¿ì
ïîõîäæåííÿì ç³
Ñàñêà÷åâàí³, ³
ð è ñ à ì è ,
ïðèùåïëåíèìè
éîìó æèòòÿì íà
ôàðì³.  Îäí³ºþ ç
íà é â ³ ä îì ³øè õ
êàðòèí â éîãî
êâàðòèð³ áóâ
ïîðòðåò éîãî ìàìè, ÿêà
íà ôàðì³ ñïë³òàº öèáóëþ.
Ìèòðîïîëèò Ìèõà¿ë
÷àñòî ðîçïîâ³äàâ ïðî òå,
ÿêèé â³í âäÿ÷íèé çà òå,
ùî â³ä ñâî¿õ  ëþáëÿ÷èõ
áàòüê³â â³í íàâ÷èâñÿ
ìîëèòèñÿ é â³ðèòè.
Áàòüê³âñüê³ íàñòàíîâè
â³ðè çóìîâèëè
ôîðìóâàííÿ  ö³º¿
ìîëèòîâíî¿ ëþäèíè.
Ìèòðîïîëèò  äîñÿãàâ
ìîëèòîâíîãî æèòòÿ ç
Ãîñïîäîì â ïðîñòèé ³
ñìèðåííèé ñïîñ³á.  Â³í
çàâæäè âèïðîì³íþâàâ
äóæå ñèëüíó äîâ³ðó äî
Ãîñïîäà, ßêèé òå, ÷îãî
íåäîñòàº, äîïîâíþº, - ÿê
ãàðíî ñêàçàíî â ìîëèòâ³
ðóêîïîëîæåííÿ íà
ºïèñêîïà.  Ìèòðîïîëèò
Ìèõà¿ë ëþáèâ Ïðå÷èñòó
Ìàò³ð, äî ÿêî¿ çáåð³ãàâ
îñîáëèâó ïîáîæí³ñòü ó
ñâîºìó æèòò³

Í à ï å â í î
íàéêðàùå ÿê ìè ìîæåìî
âèñëîâèòè ïîäÿêó çà äàð
Ìèòðîïîëèòà åìåðèòà
Ìèõà¿ëà – òàê öå
ïîñòàðàòèñÿ íàñë³äóâàòè
æèòòºäàéí³ ÿêîñò³, ÿê³ â³í
ïðèùåïëþâàâ, ó ñâîºìó
âëàñíîìó æèòò³.  Íåõàé
êîæåí ç íàñ ïðàãíå áóòè
íàäèõàþ÷îþ òà äîáðîþ
îñîáîþ.  Áóäüìî
ãîñòèííèìè äëÿ ³íøèõ â
íàø³é â³ð³, îáèðàéìî
íàâ÷àòè, ñêåðîâóâàòè òà
âèõîâóâàòè ³íøèõ, ùîá
âîíè ñòàëè ëþäüìè,
ÿêèìè ïîêëèêàí³ áóòè â
î÷àõ Ãîñïîäí³õ.

On the day our
beloved Metropolitan
Emeritus Michael died, he
went grocery shopping
with his longtime cook and
friend, Maryann Klasz.  It

was his custom to host an
elaborate lunch every
Wednesday for the clergy
residing in the Holy Family
Nursing Home and in the
retirement home in which
he l ived. Archbishop
Michael, despite his heart
condition, would weekly
push the wheelchairs of
various clergy from their
respect ive rooms
throughout the complex
and up on the elevator to
his apartment.  He took
great pride in being able
to do this.  Archbishop
Michael showed great
compassion for his
brothers in need of priestly
company. He loved to
host visitors and he was
always very welcoming
and inclusive.
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Homily offered by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
at the Parastas for Metropolitan Michael Bzdel, C.Ss.R.
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This simple and
heartwarming gesture
speaks so loudly of the
man whose memory we
are honoring today, and
for whom we express our
love through our prayers
for his soul.  Throughout
his years of ministry as a
teacher and then Rector
of St. Vladimir’s School in
Robl in; in the many
parishes he served as a
missionary and as a
pastor; as a brother
Redemptorist Father and
as the Provincial of the
Yorkton Province, and as
Archbishop of this
Archeparchy and
Metropoli tan of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Canada, Metropolitan
Michael  was continuously
a man in quick motion.  He
was like those apostles
who ran to the grave upon
hearing from the women
that Jesus’ body was not
there.  They ran with
anticipation of witnessing
that which Jesus had
foretold them, that He
would be crucified and
then rise.  Archbishop
Michael was always on
the move, visiting parishes,
especially on Good Friday
to pray at the tombs set
up in all of the parishes in
and around Winnipeg;
being present and
contributing at all the
archeparchial organization
meetings; constant ly

travelling to participate in
the many meetings of
bishops of the province
and nationally; meeting
with ecumenical leaders of
different Churches; and
especially, being present
with the children annually
at their summer camp at
Ukrainian Park, including
the chi ldren of the
archeparchy, and the Plast
and SUM camps.  He
loved children.

Jesus was anxious
to share the Passover meal
with his apostles.  It was
then that he took off his
outer garments and
washed the feet of his
apost les.  What a
tremendous act of
friendship and intimacy
with those he called to
journey with him.  Jesus
tells them that he no longer
regards them as servants
but as his friends.  He
demonstrates tremendous
humility and compassion
for the apostles, and
endeavors to strengthen
them in the difficult journey
which lies ahead of them.

Sincere and simple
hospital i ty was very
characterist ic of
Archbishop Michael
throughout his life.  As
Archbishop, he was held
in high esteem and was
accorded reverence due
to a person fulfilling such

a high office in the Church.
Yet, how many times many
of us witnessed him quietly
disappearing from the
head table and then being
seen serving coffee to
guests at a banquet or to
his guests at home.
Archbishop Michael took
off his outer cloak of
distinction surrounding his
office and chose to be of
service to all. He was very
warm and inviting to all
who met him.  It was very
easy to speak with him.
He was a very good
listener, not just to the
words being shared by
someone but also the
hidden messages
expressed in other ways.
He was very perceptive of
people. He always

responded with great
sincerity and from the
depth of his heart .
Archbishop Michael was
always an ‘upbeat’ type
person, happy and life-
giving – an Easter person.

A r c h b i s h o p
Michael imitated Jesus on
the cross in his dealings
with difficult and offensive
people.  Jesus simply
l is tened to the thief
berat ing him whi le
hanging on the cross, not
responding with any insult
or judgment.  Archbishop
Michael was not a man
who held any hard feelings
for anyone, even for those
who may have offended

(Photo: Funeral Service for Archbishop Michael.)

http://yorktonredemptorists.com/2012/04/
funeral-service-for-archbishop-michael/
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or wronged him.  He felt
sorry for them and he
prayed for them.

Jesus instituted the
Holy Eucharist at that Last
Supper with his apostles.
The Holy Eucharist was at
the center of Archbishop
Michael’s life.  Even after
an overnight travel to
Ukraine or some distant
place, he would
immediately seek
opportunity to celebrate
the Divine Liturgy before
resting.  When sick and in
frail health, receiving the
Lord Jesus Christ in the
Eucharist was at the center
of his being.  Metropolitan
Michael coveted a close
and intimate relationship
with Jesus Christ.  His
mission in life was to impart
that same love for Jesus
Christ to all whom he was
called to serve.  His
homilies were brief and to
the point. His wisely
selected reflection offered
the listener an important
message to ponder in their
daily life.  He was inviting
to others to share in the
Eucharist, breaking down
barriers of
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
Archbishop Michael
encouraged a simple but
meaningful prayer life with
the Lord, preferring to set
aside some embellishments
which we had become

accustomed to in our
Church.

A r c h b i s h o p
Michael loved his priests
and endeavored to serve
them in whatever manner
needed.  He was very
attentive to their individual
needs, balancing them
with the needs of the
parishes.  He instituted a
massive change in
assignments of pastors
shortly after assuming his
responsibi l i t ies as
Archbishop. Many,
including his predecessor,
said that it would be too
difficult to do.  The change
was beneficial to both
clergy and parishioners
alike. Archbishop Michael
embraced the value of
change. He implemented
many significant changes
with much consultation and
with much care for all
involved.  He did not shy
away from challenges, but
embraced issues and
needs with a view to
improving the Church
which he was called to lead
and to serve.  Archbishop
Michael widely consulted
with others. He then
empowered people to
implement the changes
and policies he saw as
necessary for growth in
faith and in the Church.
He stood behind everyone
he asked to assist him.  He

gave people tremendous
freedom to use their gifts
and talents in fulfilling that
which he envisioned.  He
was very generous
personally towards any
endeavor he initiated and
supported.

It is that nurturing
and chal lenging
characteristic which led to
so many persons being
creatively involved in the
Church throughout his
ministry as a priest and as
an archbishop.
Archbishop Michael was
clearly the leader but he
stood in the background
giving others credit and
acclaim, and supporting
his co-workers one
hundred percent.  In this
way, Archbishop Michael
developed leadership
qualities in the clergy,
among his peers and
among the religious sisters,
and among the laity who
were involved in programs
at the parish level, at the
archeparchial level and
nationally.    He initiated
and supported many in
various organizations,
among them forming Club
“D” Young Adults in
Winnipeg; strongly
supporting the Ukrainian
Catholic Brotherhood, the
Ukrainian Cathol ic
Women’s League, and the
Ukrainian Catholic Youth

organizations; the many
Ukrainian Councils of the
Knights of Columbus, and
actively supporting all the
Knight of Columbus in
Manitoba; and so many
others organizations.

A r c h b i s h o p
Michael valued his
Saskatchewan roots and
kept in close and intimate
contact with his family
members throughout
Canada.  During these
past years, he was
dedicating a lot of effort
writing about his personal
and family history.  He
wanted to pass on the
family history to the many
descendents of the Bzdel
and Wasyluk families in
which he held much pride.

It is a beautiful
testimony to Archbishop
Michael that the obituary
suggested donations for
the Immaculate Heart of
Mary School in lieu of
flowers.  This speaks loudly
of who Metropoli tan
Michael was.  He was a
man who took great pride
in the instruction and
formation of young people
as exemplified by his
dedication and ministry at
St. Vladimir’s College in
Roblin.  The closing of that
school after such huge
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sacrifices made by him to
sustain it was a particularly
painful decision he had to
make.  His dedication to
provide for the nurture and
formation of the young in
our Ukrainian Catholic faith
and traditions was always
at the core of his being.
He energetically fostered
the continued catechetical
outreach within the
archeparchy. He enjoyed
his many visits at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary
School especially at the
many seasonal concerts
put on by the diverse
student population.  Your
generous support of this
exciting and challenging
initiative to build a new
school would be an
excellent expression of
your love and appreciation
for the ministry and
influence of Metropolitan
Michael.

I want to conclude
with perhaps a
characterist ic which
Archbishop Michael
endeavored to ful f i l l
uppermost throughout his
life.  He always took great
pride in the meaning of
his name, Michael, which
means “one who is like
God”.  He always
expressed such profound
gratitude in his life for the
gift of the name ‘Michael’.
The desire to be one who
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is like God characterized
his entire life.  His life was
a journey of continually
growing in the image of
the Lord whom he
followed and endeavored
to serve as His priest and
archbishop.

Having been
privileged to have shared
a portion of that journey
with Archbishop Michael,
a journey in which I was
drawn intimately closer to
our Lord Jesus in the
service of our Church
because of his r ich
example, I believe without
any doubt that our
beloved friend and mentor
Metropolitan Michael has
already heard the
response of Jesus given to
the repentant thief, “Today,
you will be with me in
paradise”.  Archbishop
Michael has been “one
who is like God’ to so
many people throughout
his life.  Our gratitude and
our test imony to his
profound influence on all
of us and on the entire
Ukrainian Catholic Church
can best be expressed by
imitating his life-giving and
God-like characteristics in
our own life.

You loved
Archbishop Michael.  I
loved him.  All of us were
in some way struck by his

God-like manner.  Each
of us are a better individual
today because of our
shared journey with this
significant servant of our
Lord.  Let us celebrate that
admiration and love by
praying for his soul.  Let
each day of our life be a
rich reflection of God-like
characteristics.  In this way,
the memory of our beloved
Metropolitan Michael will
be forever.

We are grateful to
the many hierarchs,
bishops, religious leaders,
clergy, s is ters,
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,
government and civic
representatives, and all the

good people present this
evening to give testimony
to Archbishop Michael and
to pray for his soul in the
common bond of holy
prayer.

God grant to the
soul of his faithful servant,
Metropolitan Michael, the
reward promised to all
who love and serve the
Risen Jesus Christ.  May
his memory be eternal.

 + Ñëàâà ²ñóñó Õðèñòó!

Homily offered by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
at the Parastas for Metropolitan Michael Bzdel, C.Ss.R.
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(Photo: Internment at Holy Family Cemetery,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.)

http://yorktonredemptorists.com/2012/04/
funeral-service-for-archbishop-michael/
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1 3April 29, 2012

This coming
September, Canada will
experience a series of
subtle events that will be
of great historic and
spiritual significance to
Canada as well as of
global importance for
mil l ions of Eastern
Christ ians and their
neighbours.

In 2012, Canada
commemorates the
centenary of the arrival of
the first Ukrainian Catholic
Bishop in Canada. Nykyta
Budka, a young prelate
from Ukraine arrived in
Winnipeg in the middle of
winter in December of
1912. He served as the
sole hierarch for the vast
Eastern European
immigrant population
throughout the entire
Dominion for fifteen years.
During his service, he
experienced extraordinary
successes in organizing his
flock and he experienced
mind-numbing crises from
lack of support and even
fierce opposition. He was
recalled to Ukraine where
he served for another
eighteen years as a bishop
before his arrest by the
Soviet regime and death
as a martyr in 1949.

This year,
Canadians, especially
those of Ukrainian
heritage, remember this
figure who is seen at the

same time as heroic,
controversial, enigmatic
and saintly.

Due to the
important centenary
celebrat ion, the
Archbishop of Winnipeg,
Metropolitan Lawrence
Huculak, invited the Synod
of Bishops of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church to hold
their now annual
convocation at the historic
see of Winnipeg. They
accepted the invitation.
This gathering of Ukrainian
Catholic bishops from four
continents in Canada is
unprecedented in itself. No
synod has ever been
convened in Canada
before and, in fact, very
seldom has one occurred
outside of Ukraine (or
Rome in the Soviet period).
The Synod did meet in
Philadelphia, USA in 2007
for the same occasion of
the centenary of the arrival
of the first Ukrainian
Catholic bishop to that
country. They also met in
Curitiba Brazil in 2011 as
that country was hosting
the 5th ‘Patriarchal Council
of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church’ that dealt with the
theme of ‘consecrated life’.
Such gatherings of all the
bishops of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church from
around the world were
unthinkable only several
years ago during the Soviet
years. In 2012, besides

various liturgical and
administrative matters, the
bishops will further develop
their goal of a complete
revitalization of the Church
that has already been set
into motion. By following
a carefully crafted, but
ambitious strategy, referred
to as “Vision 2020”, the
bishops intend to see an
increase in membership in
a Church that is truly
relevant to twenty-first
Century society.

Of course, one of
the great highlights of these
events is the very first
pastoral visit to Canada
of His Beatitude Sviatoslav
– the “father and head”
of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church. Sviatoslav was
elected by the Synod of
Bishops at a special
convocation for this
purpose in March of 2011
after his predecessor
Lubomyr decided to step
down for reasons of
health. Enthusiasm for
Sviatoslav - the spiritual, if
not yet canonical -
“Patriarch” of his people,
has swept the Church
because of the amazing

energy and perceptiveness
that he brings to the
position, as well as his
youth (he was 41 years
old when elected). His
bold, yet unassuming
ecumenism has raised
eyebrows throughout the
Christian world. Foremost
in the plans for his visit to
Canada are encounters
with youth, young families
and those most in contact
with them. He will also
meet will the elderly,
women religious and
clergy. He in particular
wants to meet with the
faithful in parish settings as
the first phase of the “Vision
2020” revitalization of the
Church begins with a
renewal of the parish
community.

The significance of
these events cannot be
overest imated for
Canadians of Ukrainian
heritage, now numbered
at well over a million. These
events are also of great
importance to al l
Canadians who value the
nation-building legacy of

(continued on next page)
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immigration to this country.
This is the marking of a
milestone of a people that
have made an exceptional
contribution to Canada.

These events are of
great signif icance to
people of faith who are
invited to celebrate the
f o r w a r d - m o v i n g
momentum of this
Christian community that
has survived bloody
persecution in Europe,

hardships in their new land,
and now continues to strive
for a better world for their
own people and for the
societies in which they live.

The visit of His
Beatitude Sviatoslav to
Winnipeg and Manitoba
wil l take place from
September 5-18, 2012.
The Synod proper, which
will be held primarily in
camera, will take place
from Sunday, Sept. 9 to

Saturday Sept. 15. His
Beatitude and several of
the other Bishops of the
Synod will make visits to

other cities in Canada prior
to and following the
principal events in
Winnipeg.

For more information, please visit the recently
established website and contact the preparation
committee. We will certainly strive to provide you
with any information or assistance you may require.

Fr. Michael Kwiatkowski
Information and Public Relations

Winnipeg Synod Committee

Website: www.synod2012.com

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC

Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one
of the Jewish festivals. Now there is in Jerusalem
near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is
called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five
covered colonnades. Here a great number of disabled
people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed.
One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-
eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and
learned that he had been in this condition for a long
time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me
into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am
trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of
me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your
mat and walk.” At once the man was cured; he

picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, and so the Jewish leaders
said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” But he
replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ “ So they asked him, “Who
is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”  The man who was healed had no idea who it was,
for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him at the temple and said
to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” The man went
away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well. (Jn. 5, 1-15)

(continued from previous page)
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Why is it that Christ seemed to always know exactly where He was needed the most? He seemed to know
all the places where the sick, the suffering, the infirm and the weak waited for His healing touch. Today
is known as the Sunday of the Paralytic and from today’s Gospel reading we learn of another such time.
In Jerusalem there was a pool called Probatica. This pool was very special because the Jewish high priests
washed sheep in it for sacrificial offerings. People gathered around the pool waiting for the Lord’s healing
touch. In a sense, they were sheep in need of a shepherd. The ailing people around the waters of the pool
knew their weaknesses. They knew their sinfulness. They knew of their ailments, both physical and spiritual.
They were sorrowful because they understood that they could not be healed through their own power.

As Christians we know it is by the power and grace of the Gospel, through faith, and through the Lord’s
Glorious Resurrection that our illnesses are healed. It is the Gospel that stirs the waters of the pool. It Is
the Gospel that calls all those who are infirm, to be baptized in the water and to be healed through our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Unfortunately, some of us are unable to come to Christ by ourselves. Many of us need help. Many of us
need the Lord and his loving and healing touch to lead us to the saving waters of the pool. The Paralytic
waited patiently for thirty-eight years and his hopes were never worn down, he never disbelieved, he never
drew back. He waited. His only complaint to Christ when asked about getting into the pool was “Lord,
I have no one to assist me”. I have no one! I have no relatives! I have no friends! I am alone.

How sad these words are. Nobody cared about him. Nobody asked Jesus to come and heal him.
Nobody would help the paralyzed man make it to the healing waters. Imagine what this poor man felt.
He had been abandoned. Salvation was so close, yet there was no way he could reach it.

Every day, the pool of Bethesda was crowded with people but no one was willing to help the Paralytic.
Today, so many suffer from different physical and spiritual diseases. They suffer from depression, isolation
and loneliness. How many of them say, “Lord, I have no one”! Have you reached out to those in despair?
Our own illnesses and our own diseases are many. Some of us suffer from serious physical ailments.
Others of us suffer great strain and stress from mental anguish. Physical and mental stress can wear us
down. Do you feel that you are alone with no one to help you? You must not despair. Just as the Lord
healed the man who was paralyzed and forgotten for 38 long years, the Lord can transform our lives.
The sinful can find righteousness. The prideful can become humble. The greedy can become generous. You
have a Christian family here that can help and guide you. These changes can occur through the work of
our Lord.

There is a lesson here for every one of us. No matter how long we suffer, no matter how long we think
our situation is hopeless, no matter how long we are lost, there will come a time when we are noticed by
our Lord. His healing light will reach into our hearts.

This is why we must never give up on others. This is why we must never give up on ourselves, and
especially, this is why we must never give up on our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. You do have someone,
you just have to turn to Him. Amen. www.ukrainianorthodox.org

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC
(continued from previous page)
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METROPOLITAN STEFAN’S SCHEDULE FOR APRIL & MAY

APRIL
  3 - Received Members of St. Sofia Religious Association
  5 - Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great with Vespers, Washing of Feet and Blessing of Myron at
             St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, Frackville, PA
6 - Good Friday Placing of the Shroud at Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral,
            Philadelphia, PA
8 - Easter Matins and Easter Hierarchical Divine Liturgies at Immaculate Conception Ukrainian
            Catholic Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA

9-13 - Participation in the Parastas Services and Funeral Divine Liturgy for the late Metropolitan-
              Archbishop Michael Bzdel, CSsR, in Winnipeg, Canada.
15 - Celebration of 50th Anniversary of Priesthood of Rev. Frank Patrylak with Divine Liturgy at
             Manor of St. Mary, Cherry Hill, NJ.
17-19 - Participation in the Installation of Most Rev. William Skurla as the fifth Metropolitan-Archbishop
             of the Byzantine Catholic Church, Munhall, PA.
20-21 - Participation in the Annual Meeting of The Providence Association of Ukrainian Catholics
22 - Celebration of Divine Liturgy at Annunciation of Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic
             Church, Melrose Park, PA, commemorating the 40th anniversary of the death of Most Rev.
             John Stock, Auxiliary Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia.
23-26 - Clergy Conference of Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Hershey, PA
28 - Offer Homily at Pennsylvania State Knights of Columbus Convention, Breingarth, PA
29 - Participation in the Ukrainian Federation of America dinner honoring Ambassador Oleh
             Shamshur with the Alexander B. Chernyk Medal held in the Ukrainian Educational and
             Cultural Center, Jenkintown, PA

MAY
  1 - Participation in Meeting of Pennsylvania Catholic Bishops, Ventnor, NJ
8-9 - Hosting and participation in Meeting of Eastern Region Catholic Canon Law Society of
            America Conference, Philadelphia, PA
11- 20 - “Ad Limina” Visit to Holy Father and to Congregations of the Catholic Church, Vatican City
            and Rome, Italy
23 - Participation in the Community Meeting of Ukrainian Heritage Trust, Philadelphia, PA
27 - Divine Liturgy on Feast of Pentecost at Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church, West Easton,
            PA

June 3, 2012: The Archeparchial Office of Religious Education is sponsoring A Festival of
Religious Songs "Songs of the Heart" at 3 PM at the Cathedral in Philadelphia, PA. Children
and youth from parishes in the Archeparchy will perform in the Festival.

For more information, please contact Fr. Volodymyr Popyk.
Address: 827 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, PA.,  Telephone: 215-627-0143,
E-mail: ukrcatecheticaloffice@catholic.org
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Canada recognizes Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky’s
courageous actions

Ottawa, April 25, 2012 — Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism Minister Jason Kenney yesterday
introduced a motion, that was passed unanimously by the House of Commons, expressing Canada’s
recognition of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky’s courageous actions and compassion for his oppressed Jewish
Ukrainian countrymen during World War II.

Metropolitan Sheptytsky (1865-1944) of the Ukrainian Catholic Church was the leader of Western Ukraine’s
largest faith group during the Second World War.  Throughout this darkest period of Europe’s history, he
spoke out eloquently against anti-Jewish violence and urged his congregants in a famous homily: “Thou Shalt
Not Kill”.  He rescued and provided shelter to Jews by allowing them to hide in Ukrainian monasteries, saving
over 160 of his compatriots.

“Metropolitan Sheptytsky is an enduring example of commitment to fundamental human rights as humankind’s
highest obligation,” said Minister Kenney.

The Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies (MASI) at St. Paul University in Ottawa
held a symposium this morning to examine Sheptytsky’s ethical action in extreme conditions. The event,
organized by the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter Initiative (headquartered in Toronto), in cooperation with the
MASI, hosted a delegation of representatives of the Jewish community along with leaders of the Ukrainian
Catholic, Ukrainian Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Evangelical and Adventist churches, along with the leader of
the Ukrainian Islamic community.

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/releases/2012/2012-04-25a.asp

Photograph of Prime Minister Stephen Harper with various leaders from the
Ukrainian Catholic, Ukrainian Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Evangelical and Adventist
churches, the Ukrainian Jewish community and the Ukrainian Muslim community.

(Photo submitted by: Hon. Jason Kenney, PC, MP)
(continued on next page)



Statements in the House of Commons by
Minister Jason Kenney and MP Ted Opitz

honouring Metropolitan Sheptytsky.

Minister Kenney presents a Motion in the House of Commons Honouring
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyAu_NxdqJo

Hon. Jason Kenney
(Minister of Citizenship,
Immigrat ion and
M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m ,
Conservative Party of
Canada):

Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of all members, we are
delighted to be joined by
religious leaders from
Ukraine and I believe
there have been
consultations from all
parties. I am pleased to
propose the following
motion and I seek
unanimous consent for its
adoption. I move:

Whereas Metropolitan
Andrey Sheptytsky (1865-
1944) of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church, was the
leader of Western
Ukraine’s largest faith
group during the period
of the Second World War;
and

Whereas in the darkest
period of Europe’s history,
with the deepening
horrors of the mass murder
of Jews in their homelands
in Eastern Europe under
German occupation
during World War II, he
spoke out eloquently

against ant i-Jewish
violence and urged his
congregants in a famous
homily: "Thou Shalt Not Kill"
and

Whereas leaders and
representatives of all
Ukraine’s major faith
communities ”Christian,
Jewish, and Muslim” are
vis i t ing Canada to
a c k n o w l e d g e
Metropolitan Sheptytsky’s
good works; and

Whereas Metropolitan
Sheptytsky acted to shelter
and rescue Jews, saving

over 160, including some
present with us in Ottawa
today;

This House is united in
expressing Canada’s
recognition of Andrey
Sheptytsky’s courageous
actions, compassion for
his oppressed Jewish
Ukrainian countrymen,
and enduring example of
commitment to
fundamental human
rights as humankind’s
highest obligation.

MP Ted Opitz makes a Statement in the House of Commons
on Metropolitan Sheptytsky

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KxGlFvn6pA&feature=relmfu

Mr. Ted Opitz (Etobicoke
Centre, Conservative
Party of Canada):

Mr. Speaker, during the
darkest period of
Europe’s history, as Nazi
Germany sought to
exterminate Jews in their
Eastern European
homelands, we learned
of those who chose to
speak out against the

slaughter and do what is
righteous. Among them
was Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytsky, the head of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church
who risked his life and that
of his fellow clergy to
shelter and rescue Jews
from certain death. Thanks
to his sacri f ice,
Metropolitan Sheptytsky
saved over 160 Jewish
lives.

Leaders of the Ukrainian
Council of Churches and
religious organizations
representing the Christian,
Jewish and Muslim faiths
join us in Ottawa today
to honour the courageous
actions of Metropolitan
Sheptytsky. They are
hosted by the Canadian
group, the Ukrainian
Jewish Encounter, which
has done amazing work

to build bridges of mutual
understanding between
these two communities.

Metropolitan Sheptytsky
lived as a model to the
world. Let his actions
serve as an example to
all of us that we should
never shrink away from
our obligations to stand
up against evil and do
what is right.
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Sister Bernard Ann Chrunik
died on Good Friday, April
6, 2012 at St. Joseph’s
Home in Sloatsburg, NY.
She was a member of the
Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate for almost 81
years.  Sister Bernard was
born in Model Farm,
Saskatchewan Canada on
July 15, 1914 to farmers
Pantelemon and Pelagia,
both born in Ukraine and
married in Canada. Sister
Bernard was the fourth
child of eleven children. She
was the second of three
girls who would enter the
Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate. The three of
them, Sisters Alphonse,
Bernard and Chrysantha
would be known as the
ABC Sisters.

Sister Bernard entered the
Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate on January 9,
1929 (age 14) and made
her perpetual vows in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
on August 15, 1940. One
year before that, in 1939,
Sister began her mission
work in the United States
where she later became
an American citizen.

The following is a
“Personal Profile” of
Sr. Bernard where she
shares her thoughts on
various subjects.

“I see Religious Life as…a
person called by God to

Sister Bernard Ann Chrunik, SSMI
Reposed in the Lord

continue Christ’s work on
earth by teaching,
consol ing, helping,
sympathizing and guiding
people on their journey to
Eternal Life in heaven. No
matter who they are—
young or old, Christina or
non-Christian, Catholic,
Protestant or i f any
different faith or creed,
atheist or no knowledge
of God at all—black, white
or yellow race, well-
mannered or rude, Christ
wants us to accept them
as they are, like He did
when He walked and lived
among them during His
public life.

God, the center of my life
is…my intimate best friend,
my consoler, my shepherd,
my protector and my guide
and advisor, especially the
Holy Spirit whom I invoke
when I am searching for
help in my work of spiritual
matters. He is always
there and lets me feel His
Divine Presence. Blessed
Mother is at my side always
whenever I need help in
the minutest things like
cooking, sewing, etc. when
I am disturbed or
something crosses my
path, I run to her for help,
and she has never failed
me. So, God and His saints
are always the center of
my life.

In quiet times of life, I
enjoy…reading, sewing,

handwork, writing letters
and oil painting (if I only
had a room to keep my
work when it is drying for
days). But above all, I love
to translate from English
to Ukrainian and vice-
versa. I also enjoy
outdoors, the magnificent
sunrises and especially the
sunset here in Sloatsburg.
This is also my favorite
theme of putting it on
canvas with oil painting.  I
love to prune trees and
shrubs. My father had an
orchard and he taught me
how to do the pruning of
trees and shrubs.

Looking over various
missions, I have been in,
a memorable time was in
…Syracuse, New York
because here I was not
pressured by classroom
teaching nor being a
Principal of the school as
I have been for the past
forty years of my teaching
career. Here in Syracuse,
I was engaged in Pastoral
Ministry, visiting the sick
and the shut-ins, taking
care of the church,
teaching the Parish ladies
to launder linens, bake
and cut the prosphora. But
above all, having the
women come to the
Convent usually before
Marian Holydays, to sing
Akafist and say the rosary,
sing hymns and then have
a religious discussion over
a cup of coffee,

doughnuts, fruit and cake,
etc.  The women enjoyed
this get together
tremendously. They loved
our Chapel which was
artistically decorated with
Iconostas.

In 1939, when I first came
to the USA, I was sent to
teach at a newly built
school at St. John’s in
W i l k e s - B a r r e ,
Pennsylvania. The Pastor
was Rev. John Kutsky.
Here I was to teach grades
one, two, three and four
and no books. Not even
teacher’s copies. So, I went
to St. Mary’s School,
Ruthenian Catholic School,
where Sister Olga, OSBM
was the Principal and she
loaned me her Sisters’
Teacher’s copies for all the
subjects and all the four
grades.

When it was cold in the
classroom, I took the
children to the hall where
we had exercises and

(continued on next page)
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games to keep warm.
When we had to write, I
took them to the kitchen
and lit the gas jets to warm
up the place. But in spite
of it all, I loved these
children and they knew it.
Their mothers were so
grateful and helpful that
we hardly ever cooked
meals. They brought
prepared food all hot to
us almost every day. And
on Saturdays and Sundays
they took turns to take us
to their homes to eat.

One who has had an
impact on my life…I would
say that the first person
who had an impact on my
life is my father who
instructed us in Religion
from our early years, and
my mother who taught us
prayers and told us
religious stories. Then,
when I was five years old,
my dad taught me to read
in Ukrainian. He loaned us
little religious story booklets
from our Church library.
We (Sister Alphonse and
I) read those stories over
and over again. One
booklet, especially, that I
was captivated with was
"Ìàëèé  Ïåòðóñü", "Little
Peter". It told the story of
a little boy who took
refuge in his Church
because of the flood which
demolished the bridge he
was to take to his home
after school. The flood was

Sister Bernard Ann Chrunik, SSMI
Reposed in the Lord

so bad that it flooded the
Church, so he sat on the
Altar, took the Blessed
Sacrament and held it to
his bosom to keep it dry.
All this time he talked to
Jesus. The next morning
the men came in a boat
to church and found him
asleep sitting on the Altar,
holding Jesus. This booklet
was spir i tual ly very
captivating.

I most enjoy…telling jokes
and listening to jokes. I also
enjoy reading or listening
to real true miracle stories
of life. That is why I love
the “Chicken Soup Stories”,
especially on religious
topics. During recreation,
because of my limited
hearing ability, I know I
miss a lot. But that is one
of my crosses; I must bear
and follow Jesus on my
road of life to heaven. If
we would be sitting closer
to each other, that would
help in communication.

Community for me is …a
God-chosen vocation
where I feel at home,
where I am extremely
happy. Sister Mary Alfonse
and Sister Eva Chrysantha,
my blood sisters, add to
my joy and happiness
whenever we are together.
Although, I am residing in
the United States through
God’s Will, I am happy to
be here where I am, and

I love my work in the
chapel, but above all, the
translations for my dear
Sister Provincial. I always
do the translations first,
leaving my personal work
aside because I feel the
translation, for me are
God’s Will, whereas my
cleaning the room, writing
letters etc. is my own will.
One t ime, I read a
beautiful poem, entitled,
“For Others” and it ended
thus: “Even when I kneel
to pray, I pray for others.”
When I translate or frame
pictures, I feel I am doing
something far more
important for the
Community. I thank God
every day for my health
and the talents He has
given me, so I better make
good use of them. So,
Community for me is my

home, my joy and my love
forever here in America.

My family is… proud of
me that I have chosen to
dedicate my life to God,
to the Church and to my
fel low Sisters in the
Community..."

Sister Bernard Ann
Chrunik is survived by her
sister, Sister Chrysantha
Eva, SSMI, age 95 and
at Holy Family Home in
Winnipeg, MB and many
nieces, nephews and
grandnieces and
grandnephews.

Vichna iy pamjat’!

(continued from previous page)
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